WIREGRASS CHAPTER AT FORT RUCKER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING

13 July 2026

The meeting was held at 1200 on 13 July 2026 at the Divots Restaurant at Silver Wings Golf Course, Fort
Rucker, AL and chaired by Tom Day. The attendees were Tom Day, Loel Ewart, Othan Gilbert, Ron
Kaita, Ray Collins, Faye Swinehart, and Dennis Newton.

Dennis Newton opened the meeting with a prayer.
Tom Day led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Old Business
e Minutes of 8 June 2026 board meeting were approved.
New Business

e The Treasurer’s 13 July finance report was approved. Loel said the total balance is $27,143.73
with $8,162.85 in the checking account.

o Newsletter articles are due to Frank Estes by 15 July. He needs an article and pictures on the
Eagle Rising Ceremony and another ceremony where three of our members were recognized.
Frank has been using Microsoft Publisher but will have to change programs. He is working with
several to see what best suits his needs.

e Othan Gilbert brought up that we still have several life members of our chapter whose families are
able to receive part of their premium back at death. This is in our by-laws. Dennis, Othan, and
Ron are going to meet after the business meeting to put together a plan to change the bylaws and
give people a chance before the December vote to give their input on these funds.

e Ron Kaita reported that Jeff Turner recruited 55 new MOAA basic memberships.

e Ray Collins reported on Legislative Affairs, Congress is still working on the National Defense
Authorization Act and several other legislative actions that are on the MOAA website. There was
no Retiree Council this month.

e Tom Day reported for Susan Atchison-Day that our August Speaker is Megan Kirkland, House of
Ruth.

e Dennis Newton stated the June minutes are on the website and soon have photos from Eagle
Rising.

e Ron Kaita is contacting all the new leadership in ROTC and JROTC.

e We have the following possible nominations for our upcoming officer election: President — Tom
Day; Secretary — Susan Athison-Day; Treasurer — Dennis Newton; Newsletter — Frank Estes;
Banquet — Suzzane Bailey; Public Affairs — Dennis Newton; Legislative — Ray Collins;
Recruitment — Jeff Turner; and Surviving Spouses — Carolyn Wooley. We still need a nomination
for Vice President and Membership.

e Warrant Officers Candidate graduations are as follows: Classes 26-19 & 26-20 CXL will combine
with following class, 26-21 with the MOAA Brief on 16 Aug and Graduation on 18 Aug.

The board adjourned at 12:45.
Next board meeting is 10 August.

Tom Day, Vice President



