WIREGRASS CHAPTER AT FORT RUCKER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING

11 August 2025

The meeting was held at 1200 on 11 August 2025 at the Divots Restaurant at Silver Wings Golf Course,
Fort Rucker, AL and chaired by Randy Godfrey. The attendees were Randy Godfrey, Tom Day, Susan
Day, Loel Ewart, Frank Estes, Othan Gilbert, Ray Collins, Dennis Newton, Susanne Bailey, and Faye
Swinehart.

Dennis Newton opened the meeting with a prayer.
Randy Godfrey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Old Business
e Minutes of the 14 July 2025 board meeting were approved.
New Business

e The Treasurer’s 11 August finance report was approved. Loel stated that we had been reimbursed
from MOAA for expenses incurred on their behalf relating to the Eagle Rising Ceremony. We also
have a new newsletter sponsor, Fuqua Bankston Funeral Home, in Ozark and another ad for an
investment company in Dothan was also confirmed, Magnolia Wealth Management.

e Othan Gilbert reported that membership was stable at 120 members but mentioned that he was
having issues with MOAA National in getting access to the new committee module. There is an
issue with reliable email addresses but hopefully he will be able to make corrections when he gets
access to the membership database. He also reported that he had sent out a calling post call this
past Saturday about the upcoming dinner.

e Randy stated that Jeff Turner had recently recruited 73 new basic members for MOAA and will be
holding another warrant officer recruitment event on 17 August.

e Ray Collins reported on Legislative Affairs.

e Susanne Bailey reported she only had dinner reservations for 25 at this time. Randy and others
discussed people they had called and would call with the hope of securing more reservations. Prior
to the meeting Randy sent out a reminder email to all chapter members. Susanne also reported that
ROWA would resume its luncheon meetings next month.

e Dennis reminded us that the new chapter website (MOAAwiregrass.org) is up and running and he
continues to add additional material. He reported that the old website would remain functional
until the end of its license period next year.

e There was a general discussion about the current inefficiency by Lyster Pharmacy in dispensing
prescriptions and refills to military clients.

e Susan reported that she had secured speakers for the next several meetings and that Tom Day
would be the speaker this coming Saturday. Due to the upcoming municipal elections, a change of
speaker was required for the dinner this Saturday.

e Randy provided an in-depth report on the severity of the damages to the Bennie Atkins Veterans
Home in Enterprise and the anticipated timeline and costs for repairs. He also reported that Tom
will conduct the September board meeting since he will be out-of-town.

The board adjourned at 1308.
Next board meeting, 8 September

Othan Gilbert, Acting Secretary



