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Please make 
 to  

Susanne Bailey at  
(931) 237-1118.   

Cash or personal checks only!  
Persons not canceling their reservation by 
noon on Friday June 20th prior to the 
Dinner Meeting will be responsible to our  
Chapter Treasurer for full payment  

of the reserved meals. 

The Wiregrass Chapter MOAA Newsletter is the bimonthly newsletter of the Wiregrass Chapter, MOAA which is an Affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA 

and its Affiliates are nonpartisan.  Wiregrass Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 620075, Fort Novosel, Alabama 36362.  Website: http://www.fortruckermoaa.org 

General Membership  Meeting, St. 
Michaelõs Room, The Landing, Fort Novosel, AL   

SCHEDULE & MENU

 

Spring greetings to all 
our members and 
friends. The 

Wiregrass Chapter is pleased to 
announce we are a 2024 MOAA 
Council and Chapter Five Star 
Level of Excellence (LOE) Award 
Winner. Only 4 of the 12 Alabama 
Chapters earned the 5 Star 
award. Nationally only 168 
councils and chapters out of 
almost 400 MOAA affiliates 
earned LOE award recognition 
this year.  
     These councils and chapters 
excel at supporting and fostering 
programs that directly support the 
MOAA mission and their 
communities. LOE awards are 
MOAA's most prestigious affiliate 
awards, honoring councils and 
chapters for their efforts across 
the full scope of our association's 
mission. Judging criteria are 
Advocacy, Community 
Engagement and Outreach, 
Recruiting and Retention, 
Leadership Succession, and 
Council Involvement.  

     

Thank you, our members, for your 
volunteer hours and contributions 
to the chapter.  
     Special thanks to Charlie 
Wigglesworth for completing and 
submitting the comprehensive 
application packet. 

The MOAA Alabama State 
Conference is 21-22 AUG 25 in 
Birmingham at the Sheraton 
Hotel. The agenda and final 
program are under development. 
Below is a rough preliminary 
overview: 

21 AUG THU        
¶ Conference Check In 1600-
1730. 

¶ Welcome Reception that 
evening. 
22 AUG FRI 
¶ Breakfast. 
¶ Plenary Welcome Session. 
¶ Presentations by topic. 
¶ Lunch. 
¶ Breakout Sessions. 
¶ Plenary Closing Session. 

This is the first state 
conference in 10 years, so the 

Alabama Council of Chapters 
(ALCOC) is asking us to canvas 
our members on expected 
attendance. ALCOC is not asking 
for commitment, only planning 
attendance numbers. ALCOC 
expects to finalize details soon, 
with registration starting in June. 
If interested, please contact me or 
one of the board members.  

Please join us for our 21 June 
Dinner Meeting at the Landing. 
Our guest speaker is Bryant 
Macfarlane, the Curator of the US 
Army Aviation Museum and 
Training Support Facility. Please 
see his bio and the menu listed in 
this newsletter. 

Remember to start our day 
asking, ñWhat are we doing for 
the Warfighter?ò 

At the end of the day, the 
answer is, ñWe provided no fail 
support to the Warfighter on the 
ground and in the air.ò 

MOAA Promise: Never Stop 
Serving. 

June-July 2025 
ϯ  

Presidentôs Message, Guest Speaker, 

Dinner Schedule, Menu 
1 

Membership , ROWA & Legislative  

Reports; Guest Speaker Biography 
2 

Warrant Officer & JROTC Graduations 3 

Financial Report, Schedule, Church  

Humor 
4 

April 19th Dinner Pictures 5&6 

Advertisers 4&7 

Membership Form 8 

ðBryant Macfarlane; 

Curator of the US Army Aviation  

Museum and Training Support Facility. 
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¢ëÙ _ÙĖĖĴ _ĆĀġë Ćæ _ÀĴ ëÀĚ ÀĖĖíıÙÓː ˓¢íĚ
_ÀĴˋ ġíĚ _ÀĴ ġëÙ ÿÙĖĖĴ ÿĆĀġë Ćæ _ÀĴː˓ µÙ ëÀıÙ
ēĖĆÎÙÙÓÙÓ ġëĖĆĥçë ġĥúíēĚˋ ĖÙÓÌĥÓˋ ÓĆçĲĆĆÓˋ ÀĀÓ
ĆÀ÷úÙÀæ ëĴÓĖÀĀçÙÀˋ ÀĀÓ ĀĆĲ ĲÙúÎĆÿÙ ëĴÓĖÀĀçÙÀˋ
ÎĖÀēÙ ÿĴĖġúÙˋ ÀĀÓ çÀĖÓÙĀíÀː 
   ¢ëíĚ ĴÙÀĖˋ ĖÿĴ íĀĚġÀúúÀġíĆĀĚ ĲĆĖúÓĲíÓÙ Ĳíúú
ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġÙ ġëÙ ʶʹʴġë ÌíĖġëÓÀĴ Ćæ ĆĥĖ ¦ĀíġÙÓ zġÀġÙĚ
ĖÿĴː EĆĖġ `ĆıĆĚÙú Ĳíúú ÎÙúÙÌĖÀġÙ ġëÙ ĆÎÎÀĚíĆĀ Àġ À

+íĖġëÓÀĴ +Àúú ĆĀ VĥĀÙ ʵʸː 2ĥĖíĀç ġëíĚ ĆÎÎÀĚíĆĀˋ ÿÀĴ
ĲÙ ġÀ÷Ù ġëÙ ĆēēĆĖġĥĀíġĴ ġĆ ĖÙÿÙÿÌÙĖ Àúú ġëĆĚÙ ĲëĆ
ëÀıÙ çĆĀÙ ÌÙæĆĖÙ ĥĚː  
   Ě ĲÙ ÌÙçíĀ ġëÙ ĚĥÿÿÙĖ ÿĆĀġëĚˋ ġëÙ ĖÿĴ
æÀÿíúíÙĚ ġÀ÷Ù ıÀÎÀġíĆĀĚ ÀĚ ġëÙíĖ ĚÎëÙÓĥúÙ
ēÙĖÿíġĚː _ÀĴ ġëÙ ZĆĖÓ ĲÀġÎë ĆıÙĖ ÀĀÓ ÷ÙÙē ġëÙÿ
ĚÀæÙˋ ÀĀÓ çĥíÓÙ ġëÙÿ ġĆ ĖÙÿÙÿÌÙĖ ġëÙ ĚÙĖıíÎÙ ġëÙĴ
ĖÙēĖÙĚÙĀġː 
   ĚÀúĥġÙ ġĆ EĆĖġ `ĆıĆĚÙú æĆĖ ëĆĀĆĖíĀç ġëÙ ÿÀĀĴ
ēÙĆēúÙ ġëÀġ çíıÙ ëĥĀÓĖÙÓĚ Ćæ ëĆĥĖĚ Ćæ ġëÙíĖ ġíÿÙ ÙÀÎë
ĴÙÀĖ ġĆ ıÀĖíĆĥĚ ÀÎġíıíġíÙĚ ÀĀÓ ĆĖçÀĀíĸÀġíĆĀĚ íĀ ĆĥĖ
ÀĖÙÀː ¢ëÙ ıĆúĥĀġÙÙĖ Ćæ ġëÙ ĴÙÀĖ ÎÙĖÙÿĆĀĴ Ĳíúú ÌÙ
ÀĲÀĖÓÙÓ ĆĀ _ÀĴ ʶʻġë Àġ ʵʵˊʴʴ Àġ ¢ëÙ ZÀĀÓíĀçː 

Retired Officer Wives  
Association (ROWA) by  

Mary Jane Collins 

 Ϧhƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ƴŀǝƻƴΦϦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ-
ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ 
ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎΤ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ {Φ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ƴŀǝƻƴΦ 
 aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ǘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ǾƻǘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘΦ  [ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
IƻǳǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōƛƭƭǎΣ {Φмлон ŀƴŘ 
IwΦнмлнΣ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ¢ƘŜ aŀƧƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ  {ǘŀǊǊ !ŎǘΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ 
ƻǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƧǳǎǝŎŜ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǝǉǳŀǘŜŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƻŦ ƻũ-ǎŜǩƴƎ 
ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
/ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǝƻƴ ƛŦ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŬƊȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǊ !Ŏǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ƛǎ ŬǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ  Ϧ/h{¢ΦϦ 
 ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƛƴƎ CƻǊ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ !Ŏǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ LƴŘŜƳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ по҈ ƻŦ ŀ 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ рр҈ 
ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ прл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ !Ŏǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ 5L/Φ  ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ млл҈ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ƛǎ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
/ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ !Ŏǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǘƻ ŬǾŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 
 ¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ !Ŏǘ ƛǎ 
IwΦ сул ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ {Φ сммΦ 

Legislative Report by Ray Collins 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Bryant Macfarlane 
is the Curator of the US Army Aviation 
Museum and Training Support Facility. 
Bryant served nearly 24 years in the US 
Army, retiring in 2019.  After his service, 
he taught at Kansas State University and 
Bethel College for three years while 
attaining his PhD in American Military History with a 
focus on the History of Technology.  He has written 
articles and reviews for several journals and has 
contributed works for six published textbooks.  He has 
presented aspects of his research at the conferences of 
the Society for Military History, Army Historians, and 
to multiple service groups.  His current research focus 
is on the accurate restoration of the ACH-47A serial 
number 64-131149 ñEasy Money.ò  He currently sits 
as an appointed member to the Alabama State Board 
of Educationôs K-12 Course of Study, and is a member 
of the Southeast Alabama STEM Learning Ecosystem.  
His monthly historical articles included in the Prop 
and Rotor are available on the Army Aviation Museum 
Foundation website at 

 www.armyaviationmuseumfoundation.org.  

Our chapter membership count 
currently is 120.  

     I would like to welcome two 
new chapter members: COL Steven Nicolucci, 
and WO5 Scotty Johnson. COL Nicolucci and 
his wife, Nancy, live in Enterprise.  WO5 
Johnson and his wife, Dawn, also live in 
Enterprise.  Both Scotty and his wife have been 
involved with the CERT program in Enterprise 
for many years plus Scotty is currently a City 
Councilman for Enterprise. Both COL Nicolucci 
and WO5 Johnson are most welcome to the 
chapter.  
     Remember to patronize the eleven sponsors 
of our newsletter. They help to support the 
chapter and deserve our consideration.  

Membership Report 

by Othan Gilbert 

http://www.armyaviationmuseumfoundation.org
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ό!ōƻǾŜύ [¢/ hǘƘŀƴ DƛƭōŜǊǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ah!! Wwh¢/ aŜŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ  

/ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ /ŀŘŜǘ !ȅŘŜƴ ²ŀȅōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ [¢/ [ǳŎŀǎ {ƭƛƴƎŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

/ŀǊǊƻƭƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Wwh¢/ {ŜƴƛƻǊ !ǊƳȅ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΣ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ 
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bŜǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǊŜƎǊŀǎǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ah!! ŀǎ ƻŦ лрκммκнлнр ƛǎ ϷнуΣурфΦуу  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ƻƴŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ aƻƴŜȅ 
aŀǊƪŜǘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭLƴ όC/¦ύΦ 

!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ {ƛƴŎŜ [ŀǎǘ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ    όлпκмпκнрύ {ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦΤ                    ϷнуΣтуфΦуп 

59th{L¢{   !/¢Lhb 
лпκмфκнр ah!! 5ƛƴƴŜǊ wŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ όϷтмт 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ Ϸмол {ŎƘΦ CƴŘΦύ          ϷуптΦлл 
лпκолκнр aƻƴŜȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ                    фΦпн 
лрκлмκнр LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ                       фΦпн 
лрκлтκнр /ƛǊŎƭŜ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ όb[ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊύ                   мрлΦлл 
       5ŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭ                   ϷмΣлмрΦуп 
 
/I9/Y{Υ                 9·t9b5L¢¦w9{Υ 
нлоо лпκммκнр hǘƘŀƴ DƛƭōŜǊǘ ό{ǘŀƳǇǎύ hŶŎŜ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ           ϷнсрΦор 
нлоп лпκнмκнр 5Ca²w  !ǇǊƛƭ ah!! 5ƛƴƴŜǊ               сулΦпр 
       9ȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭ                       ϷфпрΦул 
        bŜǘ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ                             ϷтлΦлп 
     
     лпκмпκнрύ  /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦΤ               ϷнуΣурфΦуу                                      
     !ƭƭ Lƴ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ                  ϷуΣлмпΦмм 
     !ƭƭ Lƴ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ                            ϷрΦрм 
     !ƭƭ Lƴ aƻƴŜȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ     ϷнлΣуплΦнс 
 
     wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ¢ƻǘŀƭΥ   όaƛƴǳǎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜύΤ                               -ϷнлΣуплΦнс 
      [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ          ϷтΣлфлΦлл 
      ah!! ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ           ϷмоΣтрлΦнс 
               aƛƴǳǎ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎΥ                                                          -ϷрΦрм 

ϝ¦ǎŀōƭŜ CǳƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ aŀȅ ммΣ нлнр όaƛƴǳǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜκǎŀǾƛƴƎǎύ                                  ϷуΣлмпΦмм  

bƻ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭǎΦ  {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ CǳƴŘҐ ϷнтуΦллΦ 

 

    TREASURERôS REPORT by LTC (Ret) Loel Ewart 

Board of  

Directorsô  

Meeting 

Newsletter  

Input  

Suspense 

Bi-Monthly  

Meeting 

6-9-2025  6-21-2025 

7-14-2025 7-16-2025  

8-11-2025  8-16-2025 

9-8-2025 9-17-2025  

10-13-2025  10-18-2025 

11-10-2025 11-19-2025  

12-8-2025  12-20-2025 

Dinners will be on Saturdays at 1800. 

 2025 Officers & Directors 

PRESIDENT 

Randy Godfrey, 912-312-6446, 

argodfrey58@gmail.com  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Tom Day, 915-588-9281, 

tday500@yahoo.com 

PROGRAMS COORDINATOR 

Susan Day,  

mtnridinglady@yahoo.com 

RECRUITING OFFICER 

Jeff Turner,  334-379-1977,  

jeffrey.s.turner@outlook.com 

SECRETARY 

Carolyn Wooley, 334-400-4603, 

ckwooley@troycable.net 

TREASURER 

Loel Ewart, 334-774-0328, 

lewart@troycable.net 

MEMBERSHIP 

Othan Gilbert, 334-432-3433,   

ogilbert@troycable.net 

BANQUETS & ROWA REP 

Susanne Bailey,  931-237-1118, 

tsbailey6@aol.com 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Dennis Newton,  334-465-5079, 

drnewton@me.com 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

Ray Collins, 334-774-2101,  

hospitality@gmail.com 

CHAPLAIN/WEBMASTER 

Dennis Newton,  334-465-5079, 

drnewton@me.com 

SURVIVING SPOUSE  

AFFAIRS 

Faye Swinehart, 334-774-8817,  

jswinehart712@troycable.net 

ROTC/JROTC 

Ron Kaita, 334-477-7860, 

ronald.kaita@twc.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Frank Estes, 334-797-9196,  

estesf@troycable.net 

RETIREE AFFAIRS 

Ray Collins, 334-774-2101,  

hospitality@gmail.com 

 

CHURCH HUMORðNickôs mother stops for a moment as her son reads the Bible to 

their cat.  ñIsnôt that sweet?ò But, an hour later, she hears a terrible racket.  Running 

out the door, she finds Nick trying to dunk the cat in a bucket of water.  ñNick, what 

are you doing?ò  ñIôm baptizing Muffin,ò he says. ñBut cats donôt like water.ò  ñWell 

then, he shouldnôt have joined my church.ò  From Marie Bird, FUMC Ozark bulletin 
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