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DǳŜǎǘ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊτ/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ WƻƘƴ tΦ aƛƭƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ hŶŎŜǊ ǳǇƻƴ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊŀƪŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
ƛƴ нлллΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ hŶŎŜǊ .ŀǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ /ŀǊŜŜǊ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘŀũ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ²ŀǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ς CƻǊǘ 
bƻǾƻǎŜƭ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлноΦ  /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ !ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΣ ! /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ нƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
!Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴΣ пǘƘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ пǘƘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ CƻǊǘ IƻƻŘΣ ¢· ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƻ LǊŀǉ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ LǊŀǉƛ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΤ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΣ оǊŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴΣ млǘƘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ млǘƘ aƻǳƴπ
ǘŀƛƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ CƻǊǘ 5ǊǳƳΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǝƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ 
hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ YŜȅ !ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ CƭƛƎƘǘ tƭŀǘƻƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ·hΣ ŀƴŘ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ {п 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ L5Τ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ /ƘƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ /ƘƛŜŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ wǳŎƪŜǊΣ ![Τ Dо /ǳǊπ

ǊŜƴǘ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ hŶŎŜǊΣ мǎǘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ ·h ŀƴŘ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ {оΣ оǊŘ !ǎǎŀǳƭǘ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴΣ мǎǘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΤ .Ǌƛπ
ƎŀŘŜ ·hΣ  мǎǘ /ƻƳōŀǘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΤ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 

Please make 
 to  

Susanne Bailey at  
(931) 237-1118.   

Cash or personal checks only!  
Persons not canceling their reservation by 
noon on Friday prior to the Dinner  
Meeting will be responsible to our  
Chapter Treasurer for full payment  

of the reserved meals. 

The Wiregrass Chapter MOAA Newsletter is the bimonthly newsletter of the Wiregrass Chapter, MOAA which is an Affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA 

and its Affiliates are nonpartisan.  Wiregrass Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 620075, Fort Novosel, Alabama 36362.  Website: http://www.fortruckermoaa.org 

General Membership  Meeting, St. 
Michaelõs Room, The Landing, Fort Novosel, AL   

SCHEDULE & MENU

 

When talking to our service 
men and women, there are 
recurring questions heard. 
Why should I join The 

Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA)? What is the result of my 
membership?  

MOAA started in 1929 as the 
Retired Officers Association. After a 
membership vote in September 2002, the 
association changed its name to the 
Military Officers Association of America 
on January 1, 2003. 

MOAA represents every branch 
of uniformed service, which includes 
Active Duty, National Guard, Reserve, 
retired, former officers, and surviving 
spouses. MOAA is an association of 
officers and surviving spouses conducting 
the role and responsibility to represent and 
support all ranks across all services at 
every stage of their careers. MOAA is the 
leading voice on compensation and all 
benefit matters for all members of the 

uniformed services community. The 
association plays an active role in military 
personnel matters and especially proposed 
legislation affecting the career force, the 
retired community, and veterans of the 
uniformed services.  

MOAA is a member of the 
Military Coalition (TMC). TMC is a group 
of military, veterans and uniformed 
services organizations, which includes 
Association of the United States Army 
(AUSA), Association of the United States 
Navy (AUSN), Commissioned Officers 
Association of the US Public Health 
Service (COA), Chief Warrant Officers 
Association of the US Coast Guard 
(CWOA), Gold Star Wives of America 
(GSW), Marine Corps League (MCL), 
Non Commissioned Officers Association 
(NCOA), United States Army Warrant 
Officers Association (USAWOA), 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), 
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA), and 
25 other organizations. The members are 

in joint pursuit of a strong national 
defense, maintaining uniformed services 
compensation, and representing the 
interests of the entire uniformed services 
community, including members' families 
and survivors. This is a combined 
representative voice for our brothers and 
sisters in arms and their families. 

As seen, the members of MOAA 
and other organizations are a voice for all. 
The larger the numbers the greater the 
voice. We ask each of our members to help 
spread the word about MOAA. Basic 
Membership is free! 

Phone a friend, phone a 
colleague, ET Phone Home. You are our 
organization! 

Remember to start our day 
asking, ñWhat are we doing for the 
Warfighter?ò At the end of the day, the 
answer is, ñWe provided no fail support to 
the Warfighter on the ground and in the 
air.ò 

MOAA Promise: Never Stop 
Serving.  

AprilñMay 2025 
ϯ  

Presidentôs Message, Guest Speaker, 

Dinner Schedule, Menu 
1 

Membership Report, Member Spotlight, 

February Dinner Guest Speaker 
2 

ROWA & Legislative Reports; Warrant 

Officer Grad Graduations 
3 

Financial Report, Schedule 4 

February 15th Dinner Pictures 5&6 

Advertisers 4&7 

Membership Form 8 



 н 

 н 

όDǳŜǎǘ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ  /ƘƛŜŦ aŀƴŜǳǾŜǊ 
hōǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ /ƻŀŎƘκ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ hōǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ /ƻŀŎƘκ
¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ CƻǊǘ 
[ŜŀǾŜƴǿƻǊǘƘΣ Y{Φ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ LǊŀǉƛ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ LΣ лр-лт ŀƴŘ 
мл-ммΤ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ bŜǿ 5ŀǿƴΤ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 9ƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳ мо-мпΤ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǝƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ 
hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ wŜǎƻƭǳǘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ мф-нлΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ aƛƭƭŜǊ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ 
aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ LƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅ ²ŀǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  Iƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻƴȊŜ {ǘŀǊ aŜŘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ о h[/Σ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƛǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ aŜŘŀƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ п h[/Σ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ aŜŘŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ /ƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴ aŜŘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ о h[/Σ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ aŜŘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ н h[/Σ ǘƘŜ h9C /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
aŜŘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ hLC /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ aŜŘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ aŜŘŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ aŜŘŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ b!¢h aŜŘŀƭ όнύΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳōŀǘ !Ŏǝƻƴ .ŀŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ !ǾƛŀǘƻǊ .ŀŘƎŜΦ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ 
aƛƭƭŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ aƻƭƭƛŜ {ŜƛŘƭ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ мффс ŀǘ 5ǊŀƪŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ 9ƳƳŀ ŀƴŘ 
WŀŎƪΦ 

Our chapter membership count 
currently is 118.  
I would like to welcome three new 
chapter members. COL Thomas 

Day and his wife, Susan, live in Dothan. COL Day 
was elected as our new Chapter Vice-President at 
our last dinner meeting and Susan has volunteered 
to be our program coordinator for our chapter 
dinner meetings. Thanks to both. In addition, CW4 
Chester Davis and his wife Shirley live at Fort 
Novosel. (They are currently our only members 
living on post.) Also, we welcome CW4 Jeff 
Turner and his wife, Mary, who live in Enterprise. 
Jeff is the MOAA National recruiting officer 
working with the soldiers processing through the 
Warrant Officer College.  

I regret to report that one of our chapter 
members, LTC (Ret) Donald Galla, died 3/12/25. 
He was 89 and had been a member for some time. 
He lived in Dothan with his wife Margaret 
ñPeggyò. She is also a retired Lt. Col (nurse). Our 
sympathies are extended to her and her family 
members. 

The oldest surviving spouse associated 
with this chapter is Gloria Loser who is 100 years 
old and still attends our dinner meetings. See her 
information detailed in a ñSpotlightò article in this 
newsletter. She is also a surviving spouse lifetime 
member of MOAA National.  

The national MOAA website is moaa.org. 
The phone number for MOAA National is 800-234
-6622. If you would like to purchase a MOAA 
National life membership, it is better to do so by 
calling them directly and speaking with someone.  
If you do that (vs doing so over the web), they will 
give you a 10% discount, give you credit for your 
current premium membership (if applicable) and 
arrange payments over an extended period.   

Remember to patronize the eleven 
sponsors of our newsletter. They help to support 
the chapter and deserve our consideration.  

Membership Report 

by Othan Gilbert 

    Guest Speaker, February MOAA 
                      Dinner 
At a recent dinner meeting of the local 
chapter of the Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA), the 
speaker was CW4 Lelia Jackson, 
USMC (Ret), who represented the 
National Headquarters of MOAA (who 
sends out a representative to connect 
with local chapters every few years). 
MOAA is recognized as the leader among US veteran military 
organizations for working with Congress on the needs and interests 
of active and retired military members. She outlined the issues that 
will be emphasized and focused on during the next year. MOAA has 
a national membership of approximately 350,000 members and is 
the nationôs largest and most influential association of military 
officers. It is an advocate of a strong national defense and 
represents the interests of military officers, enlisted soldiers and their 
families at every stage of their careers. Shown in the accompanying 
photograph is Jackson and CW5 (Ret) Randy Godfrey, the President 
of the chapter. 

aŜƳōŜǊ {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘτDƭƻǊƛŀ [ƻǎŜǊ 
DƭƻǊƛŀ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ мнκнфκнп ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǊƻƛΣ 
tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ ό¸ŜǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƴƻǿΦύ 
{ƘŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǊƻƛ 
ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
мфпс ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
{ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ DƭƻǊƛŀ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ŦƻǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ 
ǎƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
tΦIΦ5Φ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƭŀōŀƳŀΦ  
DƭƻǊƛŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƴΣ /t¢ 
IŜƴǊȅ [ƻǎŜǊΣ ƛƴ мфрфΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ 
²²нΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ .нп ōƻƳōŜǊ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ 
ǊŀƛŘǎΣ ƅŜǿ !ǊƳȅ wŀƴƎŜǊǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ IŜƴǊȅ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ WŜũŜǊǎƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ 
9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ мфсл ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ н ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƴƻǿ 
ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ ±!Φ IŜƴǊȅ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфсф ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфусΦ DƭƻǊƛŀ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ t9 ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ ƴǳǊǎŜΦ {ƘŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ōȅ ǇŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƅƻǿ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
ƘƛƳ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǝǘŎƘŜǎ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ мун όǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀŘ Ŏǳǘ-ǳǇ ǇŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘύΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ пл 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ {ƘŜ ŎǊƻŎƘŜǘǎ ōŀƭƭ ŎŀǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƴŜǿ ōŀōƛŜǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ǎŜǿǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ǘŜŘŘȅ ōŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ-ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŎƭǳōΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ah!!Φ Lƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wŜǝǊŜŘ hŶŎŜǊǎ ²ƛǾŜǎ /ƭǳō ŀǘ CƻǊǘ wǳŎƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴŜ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 IŜǊ Ƴƻǧƻ ƛǎΥ άƪŜŜǇ ƳƻǾƛƴƎέΦ  {ƘŜ ǎǝƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǊΦ  
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DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ wh²! ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ϦǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǝƳŜΦϦ  
CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ Dh5 ŦƻǊ 
ǎǇŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǊŜƎǊŀǎǎ ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƘŀǊƳΦ 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΦ  
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ōƭƻǎǎƻƳǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻŦ Dh5ϥǎ 
DǊŜŜƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƴƻǿ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōǳǊŘŜƴΦ   Ϧ²ŀǎƴϥǘ ƛǘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 
ǎƛƎƘǘΗϦ 
 {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪϥǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƻ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŘƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀƳǊƻŎƪ ƛƴ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
ǘǊƛ-ƭƻōŜŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ϦCŀǘƘŜǊΣ {ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘϦ ǊŜƳƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ 
LǊƛǎƘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ  ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴΦ    Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǾŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wh²! 
ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ  ²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ 
5ƛǾƻǘǎ ƻƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ²ƛƴƎǎ DƻƭŦ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ммΥллΦ  hǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ 
 Ϧaŀȅ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ōƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ IL{ ŦŀŎŜ 
ǎƘƛƴŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭƳ 
ƻŦ IL{ ƘŀƴŘΦϦ 

Retired Officer Wives Association 
(ROWA) by Mary Jane Collins 

Warrant Officer Awards 

 I must admit I am surprised that the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
signed in to law on December 23, 2024 has addressed many 
issues which will improve the everyday life of our military  
force and their families. High on the list of support for our 
fighting force is a 14.5 percent pay raise for pay grade E-1 thru 
E-4 coupled with a 4.5 percent raise for most service members. 
This helps the military force keep pace with the Employment 
Cost Index (ECI).  Recruitment and retention will see aid from 
this improvement alone. I remain amazed that the military of 
this the greatest country on Earth has need for a Basic Needs 
Allowance but the NDAA increase in the threshold from 150% 
to 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines makes BNA 
available to more hurting families. 
 On the front lines of Spouse Employment, the possibility 
of portability of professional licenses is a plus.  The 
Department of Defense ability and authority to meet and work 
with the Council of State Governments to develop less 
complicated systems of portability of occupational licenses of 
military spouses across state lines.  This capability alone will 
help alleviate one of the challenges which military families 
face during relocations.  Another plus for relocating families is 
expanded child care for spouses looking for employment may 
qualify for up to 180 days of child care services.            
 The signing into law of the Dole Act increased the VA's 
share of home nursing care    (continued in right column) 

Legislative Report  
by Ray Collins 

(continued from left column)  from 60% to 100%.  The Dole 
Act offers training, financial aid, and mental health resources 
for caregivers not eligible for the VA's Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for family caregivers.  The Dole 
Act also establishes a pilot dental program for veterans with 
heart disease and further improvements to existing programs 
and services. The rural ambulance coverage will provide 
reimbursement for transportation in rural areas. The Dole Act 
also contains broadened eligibility for burial allowances and 
revised definitions for surviving spouses. 
 There remains work to be done but the NDAA of 2025 
and the Dole Act have combined to right some of the wrongs 
the military community has struggled with for many years. 
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bŜǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǊŜƎǊŀǎǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ah!! ŀǎ ƻŦ лоκмлκнлнр ƛǎ ϷнуΣссфΦфм  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ƻƴŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ aƻƴŜȅ 
aŀǊƪŜǘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭLƴ όC/¦ύΦ 

!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ {ƛƴŎŜ [ŀǎǘ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ    όлнκмлκнпύ {ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦΤ                    ϷнуΣротΦпм 

59th{L¢{  !/¢Lhb 
лнκмуκнр   ah!! 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 5ŜǇƻǎƛǘ                          ϷтффΦлл 
лнκмуκнр   нлнр 5ǳŜǎ όоȄмнҐϷосύΤ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ό{ŎƘΦ CǳƴŘύ Ϸоу                            тпΦлл 
лнκнуκнр   aƻƴŜȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ                  млΦлл 
          5ŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭ                   ϷууоΦлл 
/I9/Y{Υ                9·t9b5L¢¦w9{Υ 
нлнс лмκмоκнр ¦{ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ .ƻȄ wŜƴǘ               ϷупΦлл 
нлом лнκнмκнр La²wC όah!! 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tŀȅƳŜƴǘύ             сссΦрл 
          9ȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭ              ϷтрлΦрл 
       bŜǘ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ                        ϷмонΦрл 
      лоκмлκнрύ  /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦΤ                   ϷнуΣссфΦфм 
      !ƭƭ Lƴ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ                 ϷтΣупоΦпп 
      !ƭƭ Lƴ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ                            ϷрΦрл     
                   !ƭƭ Lƴ aƻƴŜȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ     ϷнлΣунлΦфт 
      wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ¢ƻǘŀƭΥ   όaƛƴǳǎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜύΤ                        -ϷнлΣунлΦфт 
      [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ             ϷтΣлфлΦлл 
      ah!! ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ             ϷмоΣтолΦфт 
      aƛƴǳǎ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎΥ                                                      -ϷрΦпу 
ϝ¦ǎŀōƭŜ CǳƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ мл нлнр όaƛƴǳǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜκǎŀǾƛƴƎǎύ                              ϷтΣупоΦпп 
bƻ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭǎΦ  {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ CǳƴŘҐ ϷмпуΦлл 
bƻǘŜΥ Ϸмллл ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ aa wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ah!! ²ƛǊŜƎǊŀǎǎ .ƻŀǊŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǝǾŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ah!! /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
 мΦ aǎΦ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ /ǊŀƛƎΣ 5Ca²w b!C {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ Cǘ bƻǾƻǎŜƭΣ ![ 
 нΦ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ tƻǎǘŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ CǘΦ bƻǾƻǎŜƭΣ ![Φ 
 оΦ !ƭƭLƴ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ǊŜŘƛǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ Cǘ bƻǾƻǎŜƭΣ ![Φ 
 пΦ ¢ƘŜ Lw{ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ōȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘΦ 
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Input  

Suspense 

Bi-Monthly  

Meeting 

4-14-2025  4-19-2025 

5-12-2025 5-21-2025  

6-9-2025  6-21-2025 

7-14-2025 7-16-2025  

8-11-2025  8-16-2025 

9-8-2025 9-17-2025  

10-13-2025  10-18-2025 

11-10-2025 11-19-2025  

12-8-2025  12-20-2025 

Dinners will be on Saturdays at 1800. 

 2025 Officers & Directors 

PRESIDENT 

Randy Godfrey, 912-312-6446, 

argodfrey58@gmail.com  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Tom Day, 915-588-9281, 

tday500@yahoo.com 

PROGRAMS COORDINATOR 

Susan Day,  

mtnridinglady@yahoo.com 

RECRUITING OFFICER 

Jeff Turner,  334-379-1977,  

jeffrey.s.turner@outlook.com 

SECRETARY 

Carolyn Wooley, 334-400-4603, 

ckwooley@troycable.net 

TREASURER 

Loel Ewart, 334-774-0328, 

lewart@troycable.net 

MEMBERSHIP 

Othan Gilbert, 334-432-3433,   

ogilbert@troycable.net 

BANQUETS & ROWA REP 

Susanne Bailey,  931-237-1118, 

tsbailey6@aol.com 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Dennis Newton,  334-465-5079, 

drnewton@me.com 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

Ray Collins, 334-774-2101,  

hospitality@gmail.com 

CHAPLAIN/WEBMASTER 

Dennis Newton,  334-465-5079, 

drnewton@me.com 

SURVIVING SPOUSE  

AFFAIRS 

Faye Swinehart, 334-774-8817,  

jswinehart712@troycable.net 

ROTC/JROTC 

Ron Kaita, 334-477-7860, 

ronald.kaita@twc.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Frank Estes, 334-797-9196,  

estesf@troycable.net 

RETIREE AFFAIRS 

Ray Collins, 334-774-2101,  

hospitality@gmail.com 

 aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ IǳƳƻǊ  
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support our  

sponsors! 
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